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and had him and ten other nobles brought on to
his own ship. He gave them a banquet and treated
them very handsomely and entertained them be-
sides with trumpets and music. . . . All this hap-
pened in the presence of the skipper. On the 26th
he received a pass but only on condition of carry-
ing a letter to another English port There 28
Queen's ships were lying. [Probably Dover,
where Sir Henry Seymour was getting ready to go
out. The letter was Drake's letter to Seymour
already quoted.] As soon as their Admiral read
the document he got ready for sea to join Drake,
but sent two yachts to Holland and Zeeland to
tell them to keep a sharp lookout there and pre-
vent the Dunkirk people [Parma's army] from
coming out.
This noon there comes from Holland a vessel
which was at Enkhuizen actually on the last day
of July. It brings news that eighteen ships of the
Spanish Armada were sunk by gun-fire, and eight
taken and brought to England. The rest of the
Spanish Armada has fled to the French Coast. If
this is true it will somewhat abate Spanish inso-
lence and give the English fresh courage, though
they have no lack of insolence either.
This is exactly what had happened. With regard
to the number of ships sunk and captured, we have no
means of knowing whether zabraes, pataches and ureas,
victualing and auxiliary craft, are included. Hans
Butler was evidently an eye-witness. His account is
too circumstantial to be the invention of a man who had
embroidered some small experience. And the next day
our lively Hamburgian lets us have another peep behind
the scenes of the Spanish enterprise.